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Director’'s Report

2015 was another excellent year for TARS Research with important research projects for
road safety authorities being completed and new, internationally important research projects
commencing. The major highlights include production of the final report on our project on
Quad bike safety for SafeWork NSW. Unfortunately, Quad bikes have a disturbingly poor
safety record of rollovers and fatalities including for very young users of these forms of
transport. This innovative project has helped us to understand more about why these
injuries occur and has produced a safety rating system for quad bikes and side-by-side
terrain vehicles that, for the first time, provides information to the purchasers and users of
such vehicles for the workplace. The results of this project are contributing to changing the
debate on quad bike and all-terrain vehicle safety internationally.

Another major highlight was the final report for our project on the Safety Camera Program in
the ACT for the ACT government. This project showed a 6%-8% fall in speed that coincided
with a 25% to 30% reduction in serious injury crashes on streets where cameras were
present over the first few years of the program. The TARS research team found that the
effect dissipated over time for reasons that are not entirely clear, but probably include
reductions in enforcement of speeding infringements and reductions in public awareness of
the program. This project reinforces the effectiveness of speed cameras especially mobile
cameras for reducing speeding and importantly, it also suggested important directions for
future action to strengthen and expand the benefits of programs using camera technologies.

One of the exciting developments of the year was the launch of the Australian Naturalistic
Driving Study (ANDS). This project is the first of its kind in Australia and will involve
collecting information on real-life driving behaviour of ordinary drivers over an extended
period. The innovation in this project is that it gives us insights into what drivers normally do.
How often and under what conditions do they take their driving to safety boundaries, such as
exceed the speed limits, drive for very long periods without a break, take a corner a bit too
fast, or take their eyes of the road for more than a few seconds? When these boundaries are
approached or exceeded, why do drivers not crash? The other exciting aspect of this study
is that it brings together four Australian universities as well as an American university which
has experience in doing naturalistic driving studies as well as industry partners including
government road safety authorities in five jurisdictions of Australia. TARS Research is
leading the project and the ANDS team are very excited at the prospects that the results will
present to change the way we think about road safety through changing the focus from
reducing the impact of crashes to developing more creative ways of preventing them.

This year, TARS Research formally became a Centre of the University of New South Wales
following a very favourable university review of our activities. While this addition to our name
does not change what we do, it brings with it some more formal administrative structures.
We now have a Steering Committee which is chaired by the Associate Dean Research for
the Science Faculty, Prof Chris Tinney and includes the Faculty Finance Manager, Urania
Stamios as a member. We are also very lucky to have Prof Richard Mattick from the
National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre as an independent research representative.
Richard has immense experience of running research centres in a related area and his wise
counsel is very much appreciated. In addition, we will establish a Research Advisory
Committee to assist us in shaping our research strategy and program.




This year we said farewell to three members of staff: Dr Rebecca Mitchell, Dr Mike
Bambach and Dr Joanna Wang, all of whom moved on to the challenges of research and
teaching positions at other Sydney Universities. All had been at TARS Research for a
number of years and while we will miss them, we will continue our collaborations.

Last, but certainly not least, TARS Research has continued with our community engagement
and global outreach activities. As can be seen in this Annual report, we have contributed to
government inquiries on road safety on a wide range of activities. TARS Researchers make
a contribution to exceptionally broad range of road safety authorities, other government
departments, industry and professional bodies both domestically as well as internationally.
These outreach activities are an essential component of our work as they ensure that the
results of our research and that of others is relevant and has influence in decision-making on
road safety and on policy and practice to attempt to safeguard both Australians and other
country’s citizens in all transport activities.

Prof Ann Williamson, PhD

Centre Director
Transport and Road Safety (TARS) Research Centre
School of Aviation




About the Centre

Who We Are
The Transport and Road Safety (TARS) Research Centre is a private and publically funded
research centre in the School of Aviation at UNSW Australia. Our objectives are:

¢ Advancing transport and road safety through high quality research;
e Building research capacity; and
¢ Translating the results of research into policy and practice.

Background

In 1999, the Health Administration Corporation (HAC), Motor Accidents Authority of NSW
(MAA), Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW (RTA) and The University of New South Wales
(UNSW) formed a collaboration to fund the NSW Injury Risk Management Research Centre
(IRMRC). The collaboration was renewed by Deed of Agreement, after a review, in 2002 and
2008 for a further five year period in each case. The IRMRC Deed of Agreement was varied
to allow the establishment of the Transport and Road Safety (TARS) Research group within
the School of Aviation and the Falls Injury Prevention Group (FIPG) within Neuroscience
Research Australia (NeuRA) with oversight from the Director, IRMRC. The Deed of Variation
(Variation) for each research group commenced on 1 December 2010 and expired on 30
November 2013. TARS Research now continues as a self-funded UNSW Research Centre
in the School of Aviation.

Governance & Reporting

In accordance with the UNSW Centres Procedure: Establishment, Management and Review
of Centres and Institutes, a Steering Committee was established and met for the first time on
the 24™ of July, 2015. The TARS Steering Committee consists as follows with the Secretariat
function provided by the Research Business Manager, TARS Research Centre:

e Professor Chris Tinney, Associate Dean (Research), Faculty of Science (Chair)
e Professor Jason Middleton, Head, School of Aviation

e Professor Ann Williamson, Director, TARS Research Centre

e Professor Richard Mattick, Professor, National Drug & Alcohol Research Centre
¢ Mrs Urania Stamios, Finance Manager, Faculty of Science

Skills and Expertise

The philosophy of the TARS Research Centre is the safe system principle, commonly used
in occupational health and safety. This requires a multi-disciplinary approach to road safety
research and policy development, where researchers focus on Safer Roads, Safer Vehicles,
and Safer People and their integration into a Safe System approach.

TARS Research staff has enormous depth of multidisciplinary expertise and experience, and
very strong nationally and internationally recognised track records of expertise across the
entire range of road and transport safety. TARS research is structured around the essential
disciplines needed for an effective transport and road safety research centre: safety policy
and systems, psychology, human factors, engineering and crashworthiness, information
technology systems, biomechanics, biostatistics, epidemiology, and social sciences.

TARS Research has 9 research staff covering 24 areas detailed in Areas of Leadership
and Expertise.



https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/centresprocedure.html
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/centresprocedure.html

Strategic Directions
TARS Research is focused on the key areas of research, community engagement and
capacity building. We aspire to do this through:

e Research
0 Undertake high-quality research that benefits society
0 Berecognised as a peer in good standing with the world’s best transport and
road safety researchers
0 Build on current leading performance and continue attracting ARC, NHMRC
and industry funding for strategic and innovative research
e Community Engagement
o0 Translate fundamental science into new, evidence-based policy and practice
o Equip government and industry to contribute to NSW, Australia and the world
o0 Continue work towards the promotion of injury prevention measures, in a road
environment, which supports the vision of zero fatalities and serious injuries
within a Safe System approach
e Capacity Building
0 Maintain and extend our position as Australia’s leading research centre in
terms of road safety research output per capita
0 Be recognised as the research centre of choice for experts seeking to
undertake transport and road safety research
0 Attract high calibre students seeking to undertake higher degrees in relevant
areas
0 Maintain and enhance an environment that promotes collaboration between
the range of disciplines required to meet the research needs of the challenges
faced.
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Our Research

Overview

TARS Research funding is from grants from the Australian Research Council, the National
Health & Medical Research Council and industry, as well as research funding from other
government and non-government authorities in Australia and internationally.

We also have a strong and consistent history of value-adding financial support from the
transport and insurance industries. Our research is independent and conducted without fear
or favour. We take on some of the most difficult and persistent road and transport safety
problems. Our record of research is recognised in Australia and abroad.

Research Resources
We use the world’s best practice facilities and tools for transport and road safety research
including:

Car, train and aircraft simulators for assessment of operator performance;

Computer simulation software and laboratory facilities for conducting simulated and
physical tests, in areas such as vehicle crashworthiness and injury biomechanics;
Instrumented vehicles for driver performance studies and Naturalistic Driving Studies
and instrumented aircraft for Naturalistic Flying Studies (under development);
Video/photographic equipment for site investigations and audits; and access to
equipment via NSW Roads & Maritime Services Crashlab for crash, stability,
biomechanics and dynamic handling tests;

Access to population-based information on Australian road and transport-related
mortality including the National Coronial Information System (NCIS), injury morbidity
and mortality data from police-reported crashes and third party compensation claims
following trauma as well as hospital and Emergency Department (ED) data on road
trauma in NSW.

Collaborating Organisations

Commonwealth Government

Australian Research Council

Australian Transport Safety Bureau

Department of Defence

Department of Education and Training

National Health & Medical Research Council

National Transport Commission

NSW Government

Motor Accidents Authority of NSW

State Insurance Regulatory Authority (SIRA)
Transport for NSW

WorkCover Authority of NSW




Other State and Territory Government

ACT Health

Austroads Ltd

Department of State Growth (Tasmania)

Department of Transport and Main Roads (Queensland)
Main Roads Western Australia

Motor Accident Commission SA

Road Safety Commission (WA)

Transport Accident Commission Victoria

VicRoads

Industry

Australian Automobile Association
BHP Billiton Limited

KND Consulting Pty Ltd

LdeR Consulting

Learning Systems Analysis

NRMA Limited

NRMA/ACT Road Safety Trust
Seeing Machines

Transport Certification Australia Ltd
Trent Driving School

Youthsafe

Zurich Financial Services Australia

International

Accident Compensation Corporation NZ

Center for Injury Research (USA)

George Washington University

Korea Automobile Testing & Research Institute (KATRI)
Medical College of Wisconsin

New Zealand Ministry of Health

New Zealand Transport Agency

University of Bolton

Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

Australian Universities

Monash University

Queensland University of Technology
University of Adelaide

University of Sydney




Prizes and Awards

Fellow of the Royal Society of New South Wales
Prof Ann Williamson was elected Fellow on the 2™ of September, 2015.

The category of Fellow recognises the substantial contribution made by residents of NSW
who are leaders in their fields within the disciplines of science, art, literature and philosophy.

NSW SafeWork Certificate of Appreciation

On behalf of the Centre, TARS researcher Lori Mooren accepted a Certificate of
Appreciation from SafeWork NSW for assisting the agency in the development of a program
to address safety in the road-freight transport industry.

The road freight transport industry is one of the highest risk industries both nationally and in
New South Wales (NSW) because of the high number and rate of injury and /or fatality.
WorkCover NSW (now SafeWork NSW) invited Lori Mooren from TARS, and other leading
stakeholders in the road freight industry to take part in the development of a program to
address safety.

In May 2013 as part of its Focus on Industry Program, WorkCover NSW launched the Road
Freight Transport Industry Action Plan 2013 (the Plan) to address this issue. This Plan
targets short and long distance and bulk freight sub-sectors of the industry with interventions
designed to reduce fatalities, major claims, and musculoskeletal disorders.

SafeWork NSW team members worked with TARS and other industry, community and
regulators to influence industry practices, achieve sustainable cost effective outcomes that
aligned with the Australian Work Health and Safety Strategy 2012-2022.

From June 2013 to December 2014 the Plan targeted four key issues: onsite traffic
management, manually loading/unloading trucks, driver wellness and return to work/injury
management.

Solutions developed in consultation with social and regulatory partners include:

e targeted rebates

e safety coaching

e guidance material

e practical demonstrations of safety solutions

¢ sponsorships and driver wellness campaign

e communication/media awareness campaign using a case study approach

e aninspector visit program - providing onsite advice/ guidance, case management for

high risk businesses and a follow up visit program to secure change.

TARS Research is pleased to have assisted in the development of this important initiative.
The Certificate of Appreciation was awarded by Mr Peter Dunphy, Executive Director of
SafeWork NSW, at a project closure event on the 29th October, 2015 at the Australian
Technology Park in Sydney.




Researcher Profiles
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Academic Staff

Prof Ann Williamson: has a PhD in behavioural science and has
worked in government and academia in research and policy
development in injury prevention for over 30 years. She has a
national and international reputation for research in road and
occupational safety. This is due in part to contributions to the fields
of fatigue and human factors and safety, using innovative methods.

Prof Raphael Grzebieta: obtained his PhD in engineering focussing
on crashworthiness. He has 30 years of research and professional
experience in road safety, road and vehicle crashworthiness, and
crash investigations and reconstruction. His work has influenced
policy in the areas of quad bike safety, motorcyclists impacting
roadside barriers, installation of wire-rope barrier systems, roadside
barrier crashworthiness, rollover crashworthiness, heavy vehicle
safety, bicycle and cycling infrastructure safety, motorcycle safety
and vehicle occupant safety.

A/Prof Teresa Senserrick: has a PhD in Psychology with over 20
years of experience in health and safety research. She is nationally
and internationally renowned for her expertise in driver education,
training and licensing, with a particular focus on disadvantaged
groups, including youth, Aboriginal, low socio-economic, rural and
remote road users. Her research also contributes to increasing the
safety of vulnerable road users, including pedestrians and cyclists
and particularly novice motorcyclists.

Dr Julie Hatfield - Senior Research Fellow: has a PhD in
Psychology and over 20 years’ of experience of health and safety
research. Her innovative behavioural research has contributed to
understanding of risky driving behaviour, young driver safety, and
safety of active transport (walking and cycling). She has extensive
experience with conducting and communicating research to address
policy needs.




Dr Mike Bambach - Senior Research Fellow: has a PhD in
Engineering and has substantial experience with regard to vehicle
rollover crashes, motorcyclist impacts into roadside infrastructure,
injury biomechanics and deformation of vehicle structures in
collisions. He has recently also gained considerable experience in
the ‘Health data and epidemiology’ stream, particularly with regard
to the linking and epidemiological analyses of large administrative
databases.

Dr Soufiane Boufous - Senior Research Fellow: has a Masters in
Public Health and a PhD in Epidemiology. His research focuses on
developing innovative methods to assess the burden and risk
factors of injury and evaluate injury prevention programs in road
safety. He has developed methods based on the use of data linkage
to integrate relevant data systems and undertaken observational
studies and randomised trials to examine risk factors of road trauma
and assess the impact of preventive strategies.

Dr Mario Mongiardini - Research Fellow: has worked in the field
of roadside safety barrier systems and complex finite element (FE)
computer simulations of crash events for 10 years. He has
specialised in both testing and simulating vehicle full-scale crash
tests of roadside safety hardware. In particular, he has actively
worked on the development of various vehicle and barrier FE
models as well as preparation of the US standard for Verification
and Validation (V&V) of numerical FE models for roadside safety
barriers throughout the USA.

Dr Rena Friswell - Research Fellow: has worked as a behavioural
scientist in road and occupational safety research for over 15 years,
both in university and government organisations. Her primary
research interest is driver fatigue, but she has also investigated
aspects of driver distraction, fleet safety, repeat offending and the
effects of public safety interventions. She has expertise across a
range of methodological approaches for understanding road users
(broad scale surveys, dataset analyses, and laboratory and
workplace studies).




Ms Lori Mooren - Senior Research Fellow: has been working in
road safety for 25 years. She was awarded a Fellowship in 2012 by
the Australasian College of Road Safety for her outstanding
achievements. Lori was Project Manager for the production of a
Global Good Practice Manual on Speed Management and is a
member of the UN Road Safety Collaboration, and co-chairs the
Pillar 1, Road Safety Management Project. She has established a
research program that aims to develop and test safety management
systems and interventions to improve work related road safety,
particularly in heavy vehicle transport operations.

Dr Garrett Mattos - Postdoctoral Research Associate: has 8
years of experience in rollover crashworthiness testing and
research. His current research interests include injury biomechanics,
vehicle safety systems, and epidemiology relating to road safety.
Garrett's work often involves the use of a combination of full-scale
crash and component testing, finite element analysis, and real-world
crash data. He recently finished his PhD at UNSW in which he
characterised head injuries that occur in rollover crashes and
evaluated the feasibility of reproducing them in a dynamic rollover
test. Garett is continuing his research into rollover crashworthiness
and assisting with the Australian Naturalistic Driving Study (ANDS).




Adjunct Appointees

Prof Mike Regan: is a psychologist with 25 years’ experience in
transportation safety, in Australia and in Europe - as a researcher,
research manager and policy maker. He has specialist research
expertise in driver distraction and inattention, human interaction with
intelligent transport systems, use of instrumented vehicles and
simulators to study driving behaviour and performance, and driver
and rider training. He has authored more than 160 peer-reviewed
publications, including 3 books, sits on the Editorial Boards of 5
peer-reviewed journals.

Prof Soames Job: is nationally and internationally road safety
expert with 33 years of road safety experience. He is recognised for
his achievements in road safety management, delivery, policy and
research, and for noise effects research and policy. He brings a
unique combination of skills in consulting, policy, road reviewing,
regulation and legislation creation and management, and direct
delivery of road safety programs and projects as well as recognised
expertise in road safety research and evaluation, teaching, group
leadership, and mass media messaging for behaviour change.

Prof Bruce Simons-Morton: Dr Simons-Morton is both Associate
Director for Prevention as well as Chief of the Health Behavior
Branch of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development. He is also Chair of the Committee
on Operator Education and Regulation of the Transportation
Research Board (TRB; Board of the National Research Council and
National Academies) in the United States; the peak international
body for academics specialising in road safety.

A/Prof George Rechnitzer: has over 40 years of professional
engineering experience, academic and research expertise, as well
as extensive industry affiliations both nationally and internationally.
He has expertise in forensic and safety engineering, road safety and
workplace safety, accident investigation and collision reconstruction.




Performance Targets and Achievements

Publications

During 2015 TARS Research continued to have an impact in peer-reviewed publications. A
complete list of all research outputs is contained in Appendix F - Academic Publications
and Presentations.

Research Income
During 2015 TARS continued to attract research income from a variety of sources. A more
detailed list of projects is provided in Appendix D - Research Grants and Funding.




Engagement and Impact

Research Dissemination

By undertaking high-quality research that benefits society, TARS Research excels at
translating fundamental science into new, evidence-based policy and practice. We are
recognised as being amongst the world’s best transport and road safety researchers, and
play a crucial role in equipping government and industry to contribute to NSW, Australia and
the world.

Australian NDS Launch

The launch of the Australian Naturalistic Driving Study (ANDS) was held on 21 April with
attendees including Mr John Sidoti (NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Roads and Transport),
Prof lan Jacobs (Vice Chancellor, UNSW Australia) and senior representatives of most of
the funding partner organisations. This aim of this project is to study everyday driving
behaviour and examine how drivers react interact with normal demands of driving including
interactions with other road users like pedestrians and cyclists as well as sudden and
unexpected events. It is funded by Australian Research Council Linkage Infrastructure,
Equipment and Facilities scheme and Linkage Project scheme grants with industry funding
from six organisations with total funding of $4 million. TARS Research is the lead
organisation in collaboration with four other universities including Virginia Tech Transport
Institute.

Pictured: (L-R): John Sidoti, Hee Loong Wong (Hyundai Australia), Ann Williamson, lan Jacobs,
John Wall (NRMA Motoring & Services), Raphael Grzebieta, Evan Walker (Centre for Road Safety,
Roads & Maritime Services, Transport for NSW).

Photo: Courtesy of UNSW Media Office.




AUSTRALIAN NATURALISTIC
DRIVING STUDY

How is the study progressing so far?
December 2015 status update

Teams of technicians and researchers
from UNSW and are working
to install the equipment in
SYDNEY and




-> including over 2,400 m of cables <-

74 Participants
45

18.3 years of driving!
284,199 km 7 trips
7x
1300 DVDs -
v

360 participants

you can help us

Interested? More info at
ANDS.UNSW.EDU.AU
\. 9385-1000

AUSTRALIAN NATURALISTIC DRIVING STUDY




Seminar and Workshop Series

TARS Research undertakes an active role in research dissemination and facilitating the
translation of research into policy and practice. Our outreach activities (Appendix E - TARS
Seminar and Workshop Series) bring together stakeholders and experts — both Australian
and international — to ensure UNSW Australia remains an influential leader in the field.

Invited Lectures and Presentations

1. Senserrick, T. (2015) Human Factors Workshop: Is GDL Needed for Older Novice
Drivers in the U.S.: Existing Evidence and Burning Research Questions. Transportation
Research Board 94" Annual Meeting, Washington DC, 11 January 2015.

2. Mooren, L. (2015) Research History on the Relationship between Driver Compensation
Levels and Safety (P15-6965). Committee on Truck and Bus Safety (ANB70),
Washington DC, 13 January, 2015.

3. Senserrick, T. (2015) VicRoads New Motorcycle Graduated Licensing System.
Presentation to Victorian Motorcycle Training Providers. VicRoads, Kew VIC, 20
February 2015.

4. Mooren, L. (2015) Research on Heavy Vehicle Safety. Teleconference presentation to
Australian Trucking Association (ATA) Safety Committee Meeting No. 2, 25 May, 2015.

5. Williamson, A., Grzebieta, R. (2015) Road Safety Research at TARS. Chalmers
University of Technology, 15 June, 2015.

6. Williamson, A. (2015) Invited attendee at the National Road Safety Forum. Sydney, 4
August, 2015.

7. Mooren, L. (2015) Safe System vehicle and fleet safety. LeasePlan Interactive 2015,
Sydney, 7 August, 2015.

8. Williamson, A. (2015) Systems HFE: Deciding what to tackle (first). Invited participant
in a Workshop on Complex Systems and Human Factors and Ergonomic: Challenges
and Opportunities. International Ergonomics Association meeting. Melbourne, 9-14
August, 2015.

9. Mooren, L. (2015) Safe System vehicle and fleet safety. LeasePlan Interactive 2015,
Melbourne, 14 August, 2015.

10. Mooren, L. (2015) Important safety management characteristics for truck operations.
ALC Supply Chain Safety & Compliance Summit, Sydney, 27 August, 2015.

11. Senserrick T. GDL in Australia: Success introducing the first “full” model. International
Symposium: Implementing a New GDL Framework. National Safety Council (U.S.) and
Traffic Injury Research Foundation (Canada), Omni Hotel, Nashville TN; 27-29 August
2015.

12. Grzebieta, R. (2015) Motorcyclist impacts into roadside barriers. Workshop of the
Swedish Road Barrier Association, Jonkoping, 6 October, 2015.

13. Senserrick, T. (2015) VicRoads New Motorcycle Graduated Licensing System: Pre-
Learner Curriculum and Progress Report. Presentation to Victorian Motorcycle Training
Providers. Stay Upright, Hoppers Crossing VIC, 17 November 2015.

14. Mooren, L. (2015) Integrating people into a safe system of work. Gas 2015: Delivering
Energy Diversity, Sydney, 26 November, 2015.

15. Grzebieta, R. (2015) The Australian Quad Bike Performance Project. Quad Bike Safety
and Injury Prevention Symposium, 12th Australasian Injury Prevention and Safety
Promotion Conference, Sydney, 27 November, 2015.




Submissions and Contributions to Policy Development

1. Williamson, A., Grzebieta, R., Olivier, J., Rechnitzer, G. (2015) Submission to Inquiry
into aspects of road safety in Australia. APH Senate Standing Committee on Rural and
Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee, 2 March 2015.

Following our submission to Inquiry into aspects of road safety in Australia by
Commonwealth Senate Standing Committee on Rural and Regional Affairs and
Transport References Committee, Professors Grzebieta and Williamson were invited to
make a presentation to the Senate Standing Committee in Canberra in September.

2. Ann Williamson and Lori Mooren met with a delegation of representatives of New
Zealand road safety authorities on issues relating to speeding (26 May, 2015).

3. de Rome L, McRae D, Senserrick T, McTiernan D, Haley J, Meredith L, Williams B.
(2015) Submission to Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety in NSW. Australasian College of
Road Safety NSW (Sydney) Chapter. Joint Standing Committee on Road Safety
(StaySafe), 9 September 2015.

4. Olivier, J., Grzebieta, R., Boufous, S. (2015) Submission to Inquiry into Personal choice
and community impacts. APH Senate Standing Committees on Economics, 18
September, 2015.

Prof Grzebieta, together with A/Prof Jake Olivier from the UNSW School of Mathematics
and Statistics presented a submission and appeared before the Commonwealth Senate
Economics Reference. This submission and presentation focused on the Mandatory
Bicycle Helmet Law, in particular the efficacy of bicycle helmets in reducing brain injury
in crashes.

5. Grzebieta, R., Williamson, A. (2015) Submission to Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety in
NSW. Joint Standing Committee on Road Safety (StaySafe), 2 October 2015.

We presented a submission and appeared before the NSW Parliamentary Staysafe
Committee on inquiry into Motorcycle Safety (Prof Williamson and Grzebieta). A number
of the points we raised were included in the final report released in late November.

6. NSW Joint Coronial inquest into deaths arising from the use of quad bikes

Prof Grzebieta, Adjunct Prof Rechnitzer and Mr Keith Simmons gave evidence
including a 130 page report on nine cases involving fatalities due to quad bike accidents
to a NSW Joint Coronial inquest into deaths arising from the use of quad bikes'. The
finding presented on 26th November drew strongly from the evidence presented by the
TARS Research team.

7. Prof Grzebieta and Adj/Prof Rechnitzer held a meeting with the Indonesian Minister for
Transport Ignatius Jonan on common road safety issues.

8. Prof Grzebieta and Adj/Prof Rechnitzer successfully defended the introduction of go-
kart and go-kart barrier crash test requirements into the Australian Standard despite
significant opposition from go-kart track owners and manufacturers. The Draft Standard
on go-karts, including the requirement for testing, is about to be released.

9. Prof Grzebieta and Adj/Prof Rechnitzer successfully defended to road regulators the
introduction of truck under-run barrier testing into the Australian Standard for ‘Road
safety barriers systems and devices’

10. In her role as part-time industry member of the Road Safety Remuneration Tribunal, Prof
Williamson is on a Full Bench of the Tribunal currently considering a Draft Contractor
Driver Minimum Payments Road Safety Remuneration Order.




Conference Sponsorship
Inaugural 2015 Australasian Road Safety Conference (ARSC2015), Gold Coast Convention
and Exhibition Centre, QLD, from 14-16 October 2015.

Media Profile and Engagement

As recognised experts in transport and road safety, the perspectives of our researchers are
highly sought after by the media. Table 2 summarises the level of our media profile and
engagement. However, it should be noted that this underestimates our impact. With stories
picked-up and disseminated by numerous other outlets it is not possible to measure the
impact of our research in the media.

Table 1: Counts of various engagements with print, radio, TV and other media during 2015.

Media Releases 1
Opinion Pieces 4
TV and Radio Interview 24
Print and Other Media 22
Total 51
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Investigator(s)

Mooren, L Human factor considerations for driver licensing point
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Williamson, A
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Appendix E - TARS Seminar and Workshop Series

Advanced Road Safety Investigation Course
Speakers: Raphael Grzebieta, George Rechnitzer, Andrew Mcintosh

Date: 25-29 May 2015

Abstract

This project designed, developed and delivered a course on crash investigation for road
safety professionals in Indonesia for the Australian Transport Safety Bureau.
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