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Digital placemaking? Using mapping tools
to support communities in Detroit

Dr Laura Crommelin, City Futures Research Centre
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of the United States


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technological_and_industrial_history_of_the_United_States

Detroit’s present

“Not all that long ago, Detroit was one of the richest
places in the country, the citadel of the auto age,
the "arsenal of democracy," the nexus of
technology and innovation. Today it struggles for its
life...the estimated functional illiteracy rate in the
city limits hovers near 50%. The unsolved-murder
rate is about 70%, and unemployment is around an
astonishing 29%.”

John Huey, 7ime Inc, “Assignment Detroit” (2009)
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Detroit: Disaster or DIY radise?
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Percent of Vacant Housing Units by Census Tract in Wayne County, MI (2011)

The orange border depicts the
city boundaries of Detroit

Vacant Housing Units (%)
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Map by: Roman Yanke, University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign
Date of Map Production: 11/19/2013

Projection: Great Lakes Basin Albers Conic

Central Meridian: 83.25° W

Standard Parallels: 42.25 °N and 42.30° N

Source: American Community Survey (ACS), 2011

Source


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Percent_of_Vacant_Housing_Units_by_Census_Tract_in_Wayne_County,_MI_(2011).svg
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Neighborhood Improvement Tracker
Search for an address or intersection:

v

‘ex '8515 W Chicago', 'Van Dyke & Harper'

Residential Demolitions
[ Completed (source)
42 Contracted (source)

| Pipeline (source)
Commercial Demolitions

A Completed (source)
A Contracted (source)

A Pipeline (source)
DLBA Sold Properties

@ [ | own It Now (source)
@ [] closed Auctions (source)
@ [ ] side Lots (source)

[ Jcu rrently for sale (source)

& |:] DLBA Owned Structure (source)
DLBA Owned Properties

[] [v] pLBA Owned Vacant Land (source)
= Side Lots For Sale (source)
Building Permits

@ [] Building Permits (source)

Source


https://cityofdetroit.github.io/demo-tracker/
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It’s simple: Don’t pay property taxes for three years,
and Wayne County forecloses on the property —
whether it’s a vacant lot or a crumbling warehouse. If
an owner can’t take care of the delinquent taxes or
get into a payment plan, the county auctions the
house off.

Tax foreclosure

https://nextcity.org/features/view/detroit-foreclosures-tax-auction-loveland-technologies-jerry-paffendorf
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Just like last year, over 60,000 properties are receiving
tax foreclosure notices...And an estimated 40,000-
plus are homes with people living in them...
Every October, people wake up to find their homes
auctioned off on the Internet.

Tax foreclosure

https://nextcity.org/features/view/detroit-foreclosures-tax-auction-loveland-technologies-jerry-paffendorf
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Loveland’s first foray into Detroit real estate was a
S500 vacant lot...It put 10,000 square inches up for
sale at S1 apiece and called it ‘inchvesting’... “It was
very much like an improv art project...” Paffendorf
says. Some longtime residents raised eyebrows...but

with it, Loveland was born.

Loveland’s beginnings

https://nextcity.org/features/view/detroit-foreclosures-tax-auction-loveland-technologies-jerry-paffendorf
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“We had enough people who were intrigued by the
micro real estate stuff and heavily encouraged us to
stop fucking around with something so playful, when

we could do something so much more impactful.”

Loveland’s beginnings

https://nextcity.org/features/view/detroit-foreclosures-tax-auction-loveland-technologies-jerry-paffendorf
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EXPLORE

DETROIT

91,288 ACRES

142 SQUARE MILES

384,840 PROPERTIES
192,879 DIFFERENT OWNERS

TOP OWNERS
DETROIT LAND BANK AUTHORITY
CITY OF DETROIT-P&DD
WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER
MI LAND BANK FAST TRACK AUTH
CITY OF DETROIT
HANTZ WOODLANDS LLC
TAXPAYER
HUD
FANNIE MAE
DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DETROIT HOUSING COMMISSION

MARATHON PETROLEUM COMPANY

LP

NEW FAR EAST SIDE DEVELOPMENT
CROWN ENTERPRISES INC
ARTESIAN EQUITIES LLC

CITY OF DETROIT PLANNING &
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http://www.makeloveland.org/

Big data offers us a window on the world. But large
and easily available datasets may not show us the
world we live in...For data analytics to be useful, it
needs to be theory- or problem-driven, not simply
“driven by data that is easily available.



https://theconversation.com/big-datas-streetlight-effect-where-and-how-we-look-affects-what-we-see-58122

“The Tricycle Collective is a perfect example of using
Loveland’s data to affect real people’s lives. [The
founder] zeroes in on neighborhoods and uses
Loveland’s maps to find homes that are in the auction
and then goes and canvases those neighborhoods to
talk with residents — preferably those with children
— about their options.”

Why is it important?

https://nextcity.org/features/view/detroit-foreclosures-tax-auction-loveland-technologies-jerry-paffendorf
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE CITY

By Bill McGraw, Kofi Myler,
Fred Fluker and Eric Millikin/DFP

-
//, /

’\\—-.

toggle map colors.

i | nn T T | = — ¥
P N AR S 1 e N 5 s e
HERC = I T Il I e\ i Certre it = S
oy - ] 'H'Il 1 [ " UL ) A T apatt 4
r—gﬁf ‘H‘ g i > ! t:' ! u } i TIHT TNt T amm =4
1 e Mg e e iy it =2
ax L e Iy - nm i FHTTEHT = S 2
I L [ e i g Ndmer 2 i N HEHE TH e S CSEYWIOUR
! | = ¥ ak i H pil = . Olivet}] 1 E- ! =4 o
SIS ]I' Ify t fHH Mctl =3 il x[ll - 1 Camelpiy I et
il e = LT I S3Eeh
H EI:H: T ; A
— 1
L i ITITH :"‘::'3 R = &) : 4
-IL ™ 1l I A t&u ) } — Gty X
R o X Alrpor:
1 HH 0 V
Fewel i o 722l ) A
Pa'“kn (] 1 | 17T s ! P Hanilyanic s (I'mdi
R EHEA i [ 22 — g \ Pm
b Hlli“ | 3 . X S
- I \\\ 3 ; A%
\ | Y
: = \ Gl plant z \ L
) v T = 4 W
ﬂler H l \:HI |} % 0 23 plart
o ‘ i : i i SN N \
e H'F\"IJ J | 15 \(; \
SOV T [l s
; 11 ‘ o » 3
R [ = e )
i T N S A e
g e : =
i S SoE) /,: (lick and drag
! Q N o 2 \ i
il P N\ the magnifier
N 4 0 £
Ml 3 / 2
>y
\ W 4
\ /
AN \ at \ “\Tg\

Many of these areas remain filled with homes
/ . We|| malntaIlIEd at various prices and in good to great condition.
: Areas with many new homes and businesses
“""“ / I New co"s"uc“on rising in clusters, not just single homes.

> A combination of conditions, usually including a
>\ — . Mlxed significant presence of abandoned buildings.
Many abandoned homes and few businesses;
- MUCh ahando“mem some well-maintained structures may remain.
Click the boxes to

i Pralne Mostly devoid of buildings, though a
few scattered structures might remain.

Details


https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2017/12/21/driving-detroit-michigan/813035001/




AEMP List of Maps Resources / Recursos About Reports Writing Help Stop Evictions Narratives Share Your Story

Forces of Gentrification Donate!

Anti-Eviction Mapping Project

Latinos were the second largest non-white
demographic at 17% of EDC clients, and are 15%
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https://www.antievictionmap.com/affordability
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